CHAP. V.                 ELECTION OF PRIMATE.                       269

they might defy the resentment of the King, without
whose licence they had acted, and baffle the bishops
who claimed the concurrent right, they had the pre-
caution to take an oath from Reginald to maintain in-
violable secresy till he should arrive at Borne. The
vanity of Eeginald induced him, directly he reached
Flanders, to assume the title, and to travel with the
pomp of an Archbishop Elect. On his arrival at Eome,
Innocent neither rejected nor admitted his pretensions.
Among the monks of Christchurch, in the mean time,
the older and more prudent had resumed their ascen-
dancy; they declared the election of Eeginald void,
obtained the royal permission, and proceeded under the
royal influence to elect in all due form John de Gray,
Bishop of Norwich, a martial prelate and the great
leader in the councils of the King.0 The suffragan
bishops acquiesced in this election. The Bishop of
Norwich was enthroned in the presence of the King,
and invested in all the temporalities of the see by the
King himself.

On the appeal to Eome, upon this question of strict
ecclesiastical jurisdiction, all agreed. Reginald tibe
Sub-prior and his partisans were already there; twelve
monks of Christchurch appeared on the part -
of the King and the Bishop of Norwich ; the
suffragan bishops had their delegates to maintain their
right to concurrent election. The Pope, in the first
place, took into consideration the right of election. He
decided in favour of the monks. Against their pre-
scriptive, immemorial usage, appeared only pretensions
established in irregular and violent times, under the
protection of arbitrary monarchal Many decisions -of
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